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STATE MAP SERIES TAMIL NADU AND PONDIGHERRY

Tamil Nadu

Pondicherry

DEPA_HTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

THE HERITAGE AND RESOURCES

TAMIL NADU, the sauthernmost state of India, boundea by ine seas on the east and south
Western Ghats on the west, States of Andhra Pradesh and Kamataka on the norin, is a lang
of sun and warmih, legends and lyfics, temples and towers and really the "Soul -of the
South”, Formery known as ‘Madras State', constituted by the major part o erstwhile 'Madras
Presidency’ which was one of the four administrative divisions of British Impenal India, has
been officialised in 1968 as 'Tamil Nadu'- the name deriverd fram the vernacular of its people.
The archaeological excavations support |he exister\cu of the Oravidian habitation here from the
palasolilhic times.

This land, that has seen the rise and fall of many ancient <ingdoms who laft behind their
ncredible cullural treasures, s a  wide archive of ancient legacies which refains its ald world
sharm. The Dravidian Dynasties ruled here  were mainty the Pindyans frem Madurai ihe
Cholas  from Thanjavir and the Fallavas from_Kanchipuram. Duang the middle pat of 2nd
millennium, the region was ruled by Viayanagar Kings from whom the power was seized by
Musalmans. Wilh the fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799, |he territory was subjected ta Hritish rule til
's accession to Indian Union after independence.

Sprawling over an area of 1,30,058 srpkmsydivided into 29 districle, the slate has a
oopulation  of 558,68 946 as per 1991 census, mainly comprising of Hindus. Mus iﬂems,
“hristians, Jains and Tribals, Tha country undulates from the Western Ghats to 1he Shsior

lains except for the lower hills of Eastern Ghats ‘that .run thre: agh the centre of the region.
'he plateaus at higher altitudes nestled with pleasant hill stations and wildiife sanctuanes in
ne slopes are lapped with svergreen and deciduous forests, savannas, axolic plantations  and
subalpine vegetation. The midlands arn havlng broad ferile belt alonyg the river deltas, the
wconut fringed coastal plains are al places ard and mineral content -and thi: s @ adjoining is
ikh in aqualic fife. The impenant rivers Kaveri. Ponnaiyar, Palar, Valgai, Tamirabaran, efe . flow
sastwards. Climate is basically tropical but equable dus 1o the proximity of the seas. Mast
recipitation falls in hilly areas remain cooler throughout the year while e plains recaive
noderate raintall.

The headguarers of the state ‘Chennai was once a lishing village ano the earliest foolhold
f East india Company. In 1638 a small fort viz., ‘Fort St George' built hers, gradually developed
nto  ‘George Town', later agglomerated  as  Madras  City (Chenna), the  oldsst  munisipal
orporation of India. The capital -venue ol lilm studics, cance and music festvals, has mary
cunst ailractions like Art Gallery - the oldast in India, an ancient Siva Temple Kapaleeswarai-tan ol
Gi its fypical Dravidian gopuram, the gothic styled San  Thomo Cathedral of Mylapore-possess: g
he remains of St.Thomas, valluvarkottam built, in memory of Sanl Thiruvalluvar, who wrote the
vorld fame classic Thirukkural, Marinathe 2nd largest beach in fhe world, Museum, Deer park,
:nake Park, Aguarium sfc.,

The place famous for its exquisitely weoven silk saress-Kanchipuram having 108 tempes s
onsidered as one of the seven sacred cities ¢f India. Mamallapuram famed for its Pallava
onuments and sculptures and exuic beaches, 13 being developed as a beach & whera
w festival of Indian Dances held in January-February every vear- a unigue experance o5 lhe
ounlry’s leading artists converge hare, Chidambaram-the seal of Annamalal University is hawing
latarajar Temple wherein Lord Siva in the posture of a cosmic dancer, Tiruchchirappalli- tha
enue of carnatic- wars fought in the 18th century is krown for ils Rock Fort Temple, built on

tall massive rock of B3 metres. The headquarters of stale’s nce bowl-Thar rgaviir, lameg 1o

e Brahadeeswarar Temple with its splendour in Chola architecture, is the house o camatic
wsic. Rameswaram one of the sacred towns ol india iz knowr for the Ramanathaswarmy
emple renowned for s’ magnificent longest corridors with thousand  massive sculptured pillars |
ning it. Minakshiamman Temple at Madural considered as one of the wenders of India for s ©
owering gopurams.  Thera are many more temples in the slale where the anclent legends
ve on, in the wood, plastir, stones and rocks. The 'Lands End ol Indian Peninsular
anniyakumari- a famous pilgnm and lourist centre is an ideal place to mediale al the
wekananda Rock Memorial and to witness Ihe sunrse and sunset, especially dunng the tul
wan days.

The quesn of hill stations 'Udagamandalam sheltered by 2634 m- Doda Betta-the higheast
eak of Tamil Nidu, is the pride of Nilgin crowned by the cluster of blue hazed mountains
at walt the arcma of mrmlyptus coffee and tea plantations where the Todés- the primitve
eople of India dwelling along ils jungle tracts. , Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary along these
nnes represent rare fauna, reptiian and avilavna®  Coonoor, Sudalir, Kotagin, Kodaikkanal
nd Yercaud are the other beautiful hill stations. Health reserds at Hogenakzl and Auttalam
fater Falls set amidst the lush gman hills are known for its curative properies and the
racing climate.  Vedanlhangal - a major water birg sancluary historic Pumpuhar fameus for j1s
i Gallery. Coimbatore-known as lhe 'Manchester of Soulh India' because ol its nuMerous
xlile mill.  Velanganni, Pundi, Magore, Palani etc., are the other places of inlerest

Tamil Nadu, a proud preserver of Indian traditions, art and a&ﬂﬁholum Still amazinaly |
ccept the modemity. This land of great culture and philesophies proudly presented grast
=rsonages like Thiruvalluvar-the author of Thirukkural, Saint 'hwmﬁ:ukkaraay Swamigal, Foel
haraliyar and Social reformer Periyar- a few of Ihe many 1o mentien. | Considered \as .one of
e most urbanized and Industrialised state in India, sl il is a rural land henee agnculture is |
e mainstay of the people. Well knit by reads. railways and airways the state (s haw&g 2
Y good transport system. Sea-bome traffic is handied by the arfificial harkour at Chennal
d Tuticerin (Tattukkudi). People are ol different greups of Dravidian rage,friendly and folerant
arvest festival 'Pongal' is celebrated by one and all during January.,

ONDICHERRY: The non-configuous. French Seftiements, Pondicherry {Puduchcheri) ans
araikal in Tamil Nadu, Mahe in Kerala and Yanam in Andhia Pradesh me the Union
errtory of India on 1st November 1954, Historically the area was part of Ghola, Pallava and
jayanagar Dynasties Wl the arrival of French in 1673, Portugese and Dulch wieg each other
r the possessicns and finally it remained with the French till its merger with Nndependent
dia.

Scattered in fiftean enclaves, the termilory covers an area ot 48D st kms having a
pulation of 8,07,785 as per 1991 census mainly Involved in cultivation and fighing. The "
adquarers Pondicharry (Puduchcher) having an oval shapes lovely beach. stately Bmllhnq
nate terples and churches, is a beautifully planned town,  The main atraction e world
mous  Aurcbindo Ashram founded by revoluticnary lumed Samt Aurobindo in 1920, is
ntre of inftellectual and scientific activilies, The Alliance Francaise. the French Irsi B
omain Rolland Library, JIPMER, Museum, Botanical Gardens etc, we the ofher places ot i
erest. Karaikal is full of French bwildings. Maha covered wrlh h|IIock5 and massive coronut -
es is a fertile bel. Yanam is comparatively a modemn town.
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